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Another noteworthy incident occurred in connexion
with the Aberdeen meeting. Her Majesty the Queen, de-
sirous of showing her own personal interest in the Associa-
tion, had invited its members to Balmoral, there to breakfast
and witness some Highland games. A goodly number took
advantage of the invitation, and duly appeared in the royal
demesne, though a succession of drenching showers rather
tried their good-humour. Of course Sir Roderick Murchison
was not likely to absent himself. The games were in pro-
gress. Her Majesty, well wrapt with shawls, kept her place
in defiance of the weather, and the Prince Consort moved to
and fro, saying a kind word here and there to such of the
guests as he recognised. A slight buzz was heard at one part
of the grounds, and a knot of eager faces was seen to gather
round some central figure. By and bye Sir Eoderick emerged,
and, obtaining audience of the Queen, announced to her
Majesty that he had just received a telegram reporting the
discovery by Captain M'Clintock of the Franklin records
and log-book!

During the preparation of the memoirs on the geology
of the north of Scotland for the Geological Society, and more
especially of the little sketch-map of the Highlands which
accompanied them, Murchison saw that to complete his
work, and show its adaptation and extension to the rest of
the country, he ought to compare the clear sections of the
Assynt country with others in more southern parts of the
Highlands. If he could show that the sequence as made
out in the north-west should hold good throughout the
rest of the Highland regions, he would not only confirm it
but make a great forward step in explaining the structure of
a wide and still geologically almost unexplored region. of Triassic date.
